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THE SECTS OF THE RAWAFID

This chapter explains the opinions of the sects of the
Rawafid.x

As we-have already noted, the sect of the Zaidiyah was
divided into three sects, the Kaisaniyah into two, and the
Imamiyah into fifteen. We shall begin by treating of the
Zaidiyah, then take up the Imamiyah and then the Kaisan-
iyah in regular order, so it please Allah.

i. Concerning the Jarudlyah from among the Zaidiyah.

These are the followers of a man known as abu'l-Jarud.2
They claim that the Prophet designated 'All as Imam by
his characteristics,3 but not by name. They also claim that
by ceasing to recognize 'AH, the Companions became un-
believers. Moreover, they say that al-Hasan ibn-'AH was
Imam after "All, and was followed by his brother al-Husain.
Over this matter the Jarudlyah split into two sects. One
sect said: " Verily 'AH designated as Imam his son al-
Hasan, then al-Hasan designated as Imam after him his
brother al-Husain. After al-Hasan and al-Husain, the
Imamate became a matter of conference among the children
of al-Hasan. and al-Husain "; the one of. them who went
forth from them (by their decision), unsheathing his sword
and summoning to his faith, and at the same time was wise
and godly, he was to be the Imam. The other sect asserted

1 For term Rafidiyah cf. J. A. O. S., vol. xxix, p. 137.

a His full name is abu-'l-Jarud Ziyad ibn-al-Mundhir al-'Abdi. Mas'udi,
Les Prairies d'Or, vol. v, p. 474; Friedlander, J. A. O. S., vol. xxix, p. 22.

8 ShaJirastanl gives description: Ibn-IJaztn omits question of Imam-
ship.
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